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ALIVE National Centre Next Generation Researcher Network Capacity Building Funding Scheme

Call for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander-Led 
Research Projects

~Applications close May 1st 2026~
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1.  ABOUT

The ALIVE National Centre’s Next Generation Researcher Network (NGRN) Capacity Building Seed Funding Scheme forms part of the Centre’s Capacity Building Strategy. It is aimed at growing the next generation of mental health research leaders and to support research development. 
To strengthen Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research and leadership, the scheme is being re-opened specifically for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander applicants seeking to progress research pilot studies and other research activities in mental health, suicide prevention and social and emotional wellbeing. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201743742]Seed funding can support early and mid-stage Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander researchers to develop research ideas, complete foundational work toward a bigger project, run co-design or yarns that will support a larger future grant proposal or fellowship. The aim is that there are direct outputs from the funded project.
The Seed Funding Award (up to $20,000 in total) is provided to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander researchers who may have already completed a PhD, or for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander researchers who have been based in research organisations (universities, centres and research institutes) for 12 months or more, who are experienced in research activities, and who seek to conduct a small pilot research study.
2. ELIGIBILITY 
One seed funding award is available. Applications need to connect with and illustrate how they support addressing actions to the call from the ALIVE National Centre’s Major Project with priority populations: Casting the Net for What Matters and for Whom? See the Actions to the Call here: (https://go.unimelb.edu.au/aaw8). 
This funding round is open only to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander individuals. Applicants may have worked for 12 months or more in a research role without a PhD but be experienced in research activities, or they may be up to 5 years post PhD graduation (called early career) or 5-15 years post-PhD graduation (called mid-career researchers). 
Individuals who have previously received any ALIVE NGRN capacity-building funds are not eligible to apply. Below are the eligibility requirements for this award:
· Project lead must identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander researcher.
· Project lead must demonstrate their connection with the ALIVE National Centre, its research networks or Lived Experience Research Collective, or must demonstrate a connection with a collaborating organisation of the National Centre. 
· Appropriate community protocols, processes, and systems with principles for Indigenous Knowledge and Data Sovereignty must be outlined in the application.
· Project lead must have an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander research mentor named on the application – where this is not an existing connection with the Centre some outline of how further connections might grow through this seed funding project will be welcomed.

3. FUNDING RULES
Up to one project will be funded for this special call for the 2026 Next Generation Researcher Network Seed Funding Capacity Building Scheme. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk179885796][bookmark: _Hlk201747151]Applicants must connect their work with how it supports and addresses the Casting the Net for What Matters and for Whom? Actions to the Call. (https://go.unimelb.edu.au/aaw8) 
· The project ideas and activities will show how the work addresses a part of the Call that leads to future work. 
· Any collaborative opportunities with new organisations (outside of the ALIVE National Centre existing partnerships and organisations) that will arise from addressing and advancing the actions to the call should also be highlighted.
· The project should include meaningful involvement of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people and follow the Lowitja Institute principles for engaging with communities for research with a view to any ethical approvals and community approvals covered. 
· These funds cannot be used for the main investigator salary support, but they can be used to employ someone to undertake the research activities of a study (e.g. research assistance, co-design or support for yarns, design outputs from the research).
· Applications need to be associated with future planned grants, fellowships or other grant and funding applications and a relevant scheme should be identified in the application. 
· Projects must be completed within 12-18 months (or sooner) of receipt of funds (projects can be shorter than the total period and in some cases are expected to be, given grant rounds and deadlines for other applications that may be linked with the project).
· Successful applicants will be expected to present updates on what they have learned and any outcomes at appropriate ALIVE National Centre events upon request (this may include Next Generation Researcher Network and/or the Centre’s Quarterly Research Forum).
· Successful applicants will be required to develop their findings into a submitted, peer-reviewed manuscript within 18 months of receiving funds (where applicable).
· [bookmark: _Hlk201747131]The application should outline how it connects with the Five Foundations for Change in the ALIVE National Centre Casting the Net for What Matters and for Whom? Actions to the Call with the details referred to in the document here: https://go.unimelb.edu.au/aaw8

· Everyone can be an agent of change
· Deep listening for change is essential
· Maintain “the whole” in all things
· Connectedness and hope are critical ingredients
· Holistic well-being is the main outcome 

· Successful applicants will be required to acknowledge the Seed Funding Award in all public dissemination activities (e.g., publications, presentations) and inform the ALIVE National Centre Hub team of these activities so we can assist in publicising the work and ensuring we can track the impact of the funding scheme. 
· The following acknowledgement of the funding source must be included in all presentations, or papers related to the project: 

This research was supported by a Next Generation Researcher Network Capacity Building Seed Funding Award as part of the ALIVE National Centre for Mental Health Research Translation (NHMRC GNT2002047).
[bookmark: _Hlk148089214]
· Funds provided to successful applicants are allocated from the overarching ALIVE National funding grant (GNT2002047 - NHMRC Special Initiative in Mental Health 2020 - ALIVE A National Research Translation Centre to Implement Mental Health Care at Scale), and as such all clauses relating to Intellectual Property, Data Sovereignty and Publications from the Multi-Institutional Agreement for the ALIVE National Centre apply to any outputs arising from the funded project. Further details can be provided with successful applicants. Successful applicants are also required to use the awarded funds in accordance with all NHMRC rules and requirements. 
· The ALIVE National Centre reserves the right to clarify details of the project and stipulate conditions related to the awarding of funds.
4. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION
Please send the completed application as one PDF document including all elements of the submission to alive-hub@unimelb.edu.au. The forms can be found on the ALIVE National Centre Platform here.
	[bookmark: _Hlk138148709]Submission Instructions
1.	Save this file as 2026-ALIVE-NGRN [APPLICANTS SURNAME] and submit it as a single PDF document (including your track record).
2.	Email your application alive-hub@unimelb.edu.au  with the subject title: 2026-ALIVE-NGRN Application- [APPLICANTS SURNAME].
Applications close 5:00pm AEDT on 1st May 2026. No late applications will be accepted.



5. REVIEW PROCESS 

Applications will be reviewed by at least one member of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Reference Group and one other reviewer with experience in community-based and/or participatory research. Applications will be evaluated against the following criteria to determine project quality, community benefits and track record for seed funding. Reviewer templates include the guidance for review processes and include:
· The research topic and alignment with the ALIVE National Centre’s five foundations for change and the actions to the Call - Casting the Net for What Matters and for Whom? 
· Methodology/Approach
· Community Benefit/Impact
· Track Record and Capabilities Development.

6. NOTIFICATION OF OUTCOMES
Outcomes will be announced 1 June 2026.

Successful applicants will be asked to sign an acceptance form indicating adherence to the terms of the award. Upon receipt of this signed form, the ALIVE Hub team will facilitate transfer of funds awarded from the University of Melbourne to the applicant’s home institution via the research office (or equivalent) 
This will necessitate a letter of agreement between the University of Melbourne and the applicant’s institution/organisation, which will be provided directly to the institution/organisation’s research office (or equivalent) by the University of Melbourne. The Centre Manager or a delegate will coordinate this process with successful applicants.
7. TIMELINE



CONTACT
For all queries, please email alive-hub@unimelb.edu.au
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Program launch and call out


May 1st 2026


Applications close


1st June


Announcement of outcomes


January 28th 


May 4th 


May 19th (Indicative Timeframe) 


Applications reviewed


Panel convenes for review of applications
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	The ALIVE National Centre is funded by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Special Initiative in Mental Health grant APP2002047
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Transforming mental health and wellbeing through

primary care and community action.

OUR VISION

Vibrant communities that support mental health and

promote wellbeing to enable people to thrive.
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